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Our Vision
A World Free of Lung Disease



Health Equity
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The challenge

BIG TOBACCO TARGETING SPECIFIC POPULATIONS:  MENTAL ILLNESS/SUD



The Opportunity

The Lung Mind Alliance is a group of leaders and advocates in public health, 

mental health, substance abuse, and tobacco control who have joined together 

around the goal of reducing disparities related to the impact of commercial 

tobacco on people with mental illness and/or substance use disorders
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The Challenge and the 
Opportunity

Bringing together tobacco control with behavior health 

(those living with mental illness and/or substance use 

disorders).

Siloed systems – different languages

Limited funding

Competing priorities

Data  

Best Practices (?)

COVID-19



Priority Population

Behavioral health as a priority population and  

integrated into tobacco plans

• MN Experience

• Partners at the table in the dialogue

• Recommendations integrated into the Tobacco 
Control Framework



The Opportunity



Opportunity
Changing Social Norms



Integrating the Message



Lungs and Minds at Work
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Opportunities



Opportunities

What advocacy efforts are needed ?

• Expand the reimbursement system

• Expand the type of workers who provide nicotine dependence treatment

• Funding – research, new strategies – telehealth 

• Increase the price of tobacco products

• Clean indoor air (addressing cannabis); emerging heat not burn products
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